
Discussing ABRYSVO®  
vaccination with older adults

ABRYSVO (Respiratory Syncytial Virus Vaccine)  
is a vaccine indicated for active immunization for the  

prevention of LRTD caused by RSV in individuals  
60 years of age and older1

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
	• Do not administer ABRYSVO to individuals with a history of a severe allergic reaction 

(e.g., anaphylaxis) to any component of ABRYSVO
	• Appropriate medical treatment must be available in case of an anaphylactic reaction

(continued on next page)

Please see additional Important Safety Information on the following pages and  
full Prescribing Information for ABRYSVO® (Respiratory Syncytial Virus Vaccine).

Pharmacists can play an essential role in helping to ensure eligible adults  
receive recommended vaccinations2

	• Proactively assess immunization eligibility and provide a strong recommendation for 
appropriate vaccinations3

	• Review the importance of staying up to date on recommended vaccines4

	• Listen to concerns and address them with pertinent information, such as vaccine safety 
and efficacy information4

LRTD = lower respiratory tract disease; RSV = respiratory syncytial virus.

https://labeling.pfizer.com/ShowLabeling.aspx?id=19589


Leverage these facts to discuss the  
importance of RSV vaccination

Facts to know: Ways to communicate:

RSV is highly contagious and can 
be very serious.5

RSV can spread through coughs or sneezes from 
an infected person or by touching a surface with 
the virus on it. Virus droplets can enter through 
the eyes, nose, or mouth.5

Adults 60+ with RSV are in the  
hospital for 5.6 days on average.6

RSV symptoms can escalate and possibly send 
you to the hospital.7

Every year, 6000 to 10,000 older 
adults die from RSV.8

Like the flu, RSV can be potentially serious.8,9 
However, unlike flu, there is no treatment for RSV.7

In 1 study, 26% of older adults  
hospitalized with RSV died within  
1 year.10*

The negative impact of RSV may have serious 
consequences for your health over time.5,10

RSV can have a greater impact on 
people who are 60 years or older 
with certain conditions.8

Having certain medical conditions such as  
asthma, COPD, diabetes, or heart disease can put 
you at increased risk for severe RSV.10

COPD = chronic obstructive pulmonary disease; RSV = respiratory syncytial virus.
*�Study of 645 RSV-infected and 1878 influenza-infected hospitalized adults aged ≥60 years who tested positive for RSV or 
influenza after 1 year.10

Please see additional Important Safety Information on the following pages and   
full Prescribing Information for ABRYSVO® (Respiratory Syncytial Virus Vaccine).

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued)
	• Syncope (fainting) may occur in association with administration of injectable  

vaccines, including ABRYSVO. Procedures should be in place to avoid injury  
from fainting

	• Immunocompromised individuals, including those receiving immunosuppressive 
therapy, may have a diminished immune response to ABRYSVO

	• Vaccination with ABRYSVO may not protect all vaccine recipients
(continued on next page)

Getting started with patients: 
You may be at risk for RSV. Let’s talk about whether RSV vaccination is right for you.

https://labeling.pfizer.com/ShowLabeling.aspx?id=19589


Use these responses to answer  
questions from your patients

Potential questions: How to respond:

Why am I at greater risk of 
getting severe RSV?

As we age our immune system ages too, and certain 
conditions like diabetes, asthma, and chronic heart or lung 
disease make it harder for our bodies to fight infections, 
such as RSV.11

Do I need to worry about 
other people in my family?

RSV is a highly contagious virus that can make both older 
adults and newborns very sick by affecting the lungs and 
airways.5

When is it a good time of 
year for me to get the RSV 
vaccine?

If you are not vaccinated,  the CDC encourages maximizing 
the benefits by getting the RSV vaccine in the late summer 
or early fall.12 However, it can be given at any time of the 
year. Let’s talk about what’s right for you.

How well does ABRYSVO® 
work?

In a clinical study of 34,000 adults where half received 
ABRYSVO and half placebo, ABRYSVO was shown to be 
effective in helping to protect against RSV.1

Does ABRYSVO have side 
effects?

The most commonly reported side effects were fatigue, 
headache, pain at the injection site and muscle pain. In 
the clinical trial, 9 out of 10 adults who received ABRYSVO 
reported no injection-site side effects.1

Please see additional Important Safety Information on the previous pages and   
full Prescribing Information for ABRYSVO® (Respiratory Syncytial Virus Vaccine).

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (continued) 
	• In clinical trials, the most commonly reported (≥10%) adverse reactions were fatigue 

(15.5%), headache (12.8%), pain at the injection site (10.5%), and muscle pain (10.1%)

Patients should always ask their healthcare providers for medical advice about adverse 
events. You are encouraged to report negative side effects of vaccines to the US Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 
Visit http://www.vaers.hhs.gov or call 1-800-822-7967. 

CDC = Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; RSV = respiratory syncytial virus.

https://labeling.pfizer.com/ShowLabeling.aspx?id=19589
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Pharmacists’ recommendations can 
help protect patients against RSV 
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“You have an increased risk for RSV. The good news is that vaccination can  
help reduce your risk. Let’s take care of that before you leave today.”

“Based on your needs, I highly recommend you receive an RSV vaccine today.”

“We had a great discussion about RSV and your health today. I can give your  
RSV vaccination before you leave. Do you have any questions?”

Please see full Prescribing Information for ABRYSVO® (Respiratory Syncytial Virus Vaccine).
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