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Congress Must Grant
Medicare Part B Provider
Status to Pharmacists
Community pharmacists play an integral role in
bringing cost-effective healthcare to areas of the
country, and beneficiaries, who need it most. There
is clear evidence that community pharmacies and
pharmacists, are highly accessible (95% of Americans
live within five miles of a pharmacy), highly trained,
and among the most trusted health care providers
(2020 Gallup poll). They are severely underutilized
to fill critical health care services, especially among
the elderly. To fill this healthcare need during the
pandemic and to successfully address future public
health care crises, Congress needs to act to make
pharmacists Medicare Part B providers.
bit.ly/provider-status

New Video Highlights
Pharmacists as Public
Health Providers

Summer 2020

U.S. Supreme Court – IPC
Supports NCOIL Brief
States’ Rights to Regulate PBMs in
Rutledge v. PCMA
Earlier this year IPC donated $25,000 to the National
Conference of Insurance Legislators (NCOIL) for
its 501(c)(3) Insurance Legislators Foundation. The
donation for educational purposes will support
NCOIL’s amicus brief in the U.S. Supreme Court
case Rutledge v. PCMA. IPC backs the Arkansas
position that its 2016 state MAC regulation law is not
pre-empted by the federal 1974 Employer Retirement
Income Security Act (ERISA). IPC’s donation
supports NCOIL’s unique state policymaking voice
in submitting legal briefs to the U.S. Supreme Court,
supporting Arkansas’ legal right under ERISA to
regulate PBM MAC’s. NCOIL is joined by 11 key
organizations, including the U.S. Solicitor General and
34 State Attorney Generals.

IPC’s John Covello(left) presents check to
NCOIL’s CEO Tom Considine for their efforts in this
crucial Supreme Court case.

Though the COVID-19 crisis postponed the U.S.
Supreme Court’s hearing until the October session,
IPC remains involved to promote states’ rights to pass
PBM regulation statutes to protect consumers and
pharmacy providers.

Amid the COVID-19 pandemic we continue
to advocate for independent pharmacy gaining
provider status. IPC was proud to produce
a video which dramatically points to the
importance of this issue.
This video (bit.ly/provider-status) was shared
with IPC members and congressional staff.
We also asked pharmacists like yourself to share
it with legislators. If you haven’t yet, please
visit IPC’s Legislative Action Center at www.
ipcrx.com/take-action and share the video
with your U.S. Senators and your U.S. House
Representatives as well as state legislators.

CMS Issues COVID-19
Permissive Actions
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
has issued Permissive Action information to Medicare
Advantage Organizations and Part D Sponsors to inform
them of the obligations and permissible flexibilities related
to disasters and emergencies resulting from COVID-19.
Permissive Actions: bit.ly/hpms-memo
NOTE: Please visit IPC’s COVID-19 Resource Center
for this and other important, current information at
www.ipcrx.com

Email us at GovernmentRelations@ipcrx.com or visit us online at www.ipcrx.com/GR

UnitedHealthcare Joins Pharmacists to
Expand Access to Care in Ohio

PPP Forgiveness
Webinar: Hear
Latest Updates

The Ohio Pharmacists
Association (OPA) joined
United Healthcare
Community Plan of Ohio
announcing a new, first-ofits-kind initiative aimed at
utilizing community
pharmacists to expand
patient access to care,
relieve pressure on health
systems, and help drive
better health outcomes for
Medicaid beneficiaries.

diseases such as diabetes
and high blood pressure.

June 23, 2020
7:00 pm CT

This is the first move from
Ohio’s health insurers
to take advantage of a
recently passed “provider
status” law (bit.ly/providerstatus-law) sponsored
by Senator Matt Dolan
(R-Chagrin Falls)
in 2018.

Presented by:

The new UnitedHealthcare
Pharmacy Care Extension
program leverages the
solid relationships that
community pharmacists
have with their patients.
It also leverages the
pharmacist’s expertise to
compliment physician
efforts in caring for patients
transitioning out of the
hospital as well as with the
management of chronic

Reforms to State Medicaid Managed Care
Prescription Benefits
IPC has worked with stakeholders in six states on
legislation and measures to either carve out pharmacy
from Medicaid managed care back into Medicaid
fee-for-service or require transparent-at-pharmacy
cost reimbursement. New York approved carving the
pharmacy benefit out of Medicaid managed care in April
2021. Congratulations Pharmacists Society of the State of
New York(PSSNY) and the NY FixRx coalition.

Speakers:
Owen BonDurant
Rich Danhoff
Mark Kinney
Register Now:
bit.ly/ppp-forgiveness-update

rather than the MCOs, set the prescription claim
reimbursement payment using pharmacy cost basis
methodology. IPC applauds the Kentucky Independent
Pharmacy Alliance(KIPA) and the Kentucky pharmacy
industry for their successful two-year effort.
IPC is working in Georgia, Illinois, Michigan, Ohio and
Pennsylvania on similar reforms.

Kentucky enacted a Medicaid Managed Care reform
law to eliminate spread pricing through accountable
transparent payments by mandating that KY Medicaid,
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IPC at Work for You!
For more Government Relations
info go to www.ipcrx.com/GR

IPC:
Your Source
for Key
Legislative
News

IPC monitors key legislation and participates in direct lobbying
efforts promoting the interests of community pharmacy. Visit the
IPC Legislative Action Center at www.ipcrx.com/take-action for
direct access to vital legislative news and to participate in important
alerts impacting your business now. Let IPC be your source for:
•
•
•
•
•

State Bills Impacting Your Business
National News
Current Objectives & Legislative Recaps
Contact Info & Link to Your Legislators
Active Legislative Action Alerts

Contact us at GovernmentRelations@ipcrx.com.
Follow us: facebook.com/ipcrx • twitter.com/ipcrx

